
Dear ISGyP members,

Seven months ago, I was bestowed the honor of becoming 
President of the International Society of Gynecological 
Pathologists. In this short time, working with so many 
dedicated members, I have seen how vibrant this Society 
has become since I became a member many years ago. In 
short, I am very excited about its future! In addition to some 
important updates, I would like to take this opportunity to 
highlight some of our recent successes as well as inform 
you about progress with current and planned initiatives.

This past October, the Society sponsored its 3rd annual 
stand-alone virtual meeting entitled “Making Diagnoses in 
Gynaecologic Pathology, 2023 FIGO Staging of 
Endometrial Carcinoma”. I would like to thank the Chairs of 
the Education Committee, Ricardo Lastra and Raji 
Ganesan, as well as all the speakers who made this 
meeting a tremendous success. A summary of other ISGyP 
sponsored conferences is highlighted in this newsletter; 
thank you to the organizers, speakers and attendees for 
supporting our global educational mission.

ISGyP LiVE continues to be a vibrant branch of the Society 
that also helps fulfill our mission of being a leader in global 
education. If you have not already participated, I highly 
recommend registering for any of the free monthly live zoom 
educational events including webinars, slide seminars, 
journal clubs, interesting case presentations and podcasts. I 
am pleased that Dr. Joseph Rabban has been appointed to 
the newly created (2 year) position of Chair of ISGyP LiVE; 
in this capacity, he will oversee ISGyP LiVE programming 
and serve as a liaison between this arm of ISGyP and the 
Board of Directors.

After 10 years of outstanding service, Dr. Lora Hedrick-
Ellenson is stepping down in December 2024 as Editor-in-
Chief of the International Journal of Gynecologic Pathology, 
which is the official journal of the Society. Her retirement 
has prompted a search for a successor who will continue 
the excellence of the journal. I am chairing the search 
committee, which is comprised of members of the Society 
and representation from the publishing sphere. The search 
for the new Editor-in-Chief is being conducted through an 
online application process. Interested and qualified 
applicants should submit their CV and letter of intent to me 
at mnucci@bwh.harvard.edu by March 22, 2024. For more 
information on the search, please visit the Society’s 
website.

Progress on the Endometrial Carcinoma Presidential 
Project to identify predictors of favorable outcome in 
adnexal involvement by endometrial cancer, initiated by 
our Past-President Dr. Xavier Matias-Guiu, continues 
with construction of an online tool that will facilitate data 
analysis by participants in this study. Be on the lookout 
for an email invitation to this study, hopefully to be sent 
prior to the USCAP annual meeting in March. The Vulvar 
Carcinoma Presidential Project is still in its early stages; 
stay tuned for more to be presented at the ISGyP 
business meeting at the USCAP annual meeting.

I would like to thank all of you for your continued support 
of ISGyP. Together we can fulfill the mission of our 
society, which is “to promote the health of women by 
acquiring greater understanding of gynecologic diseases, 
improving the accuracy of pathologic diagnoses, and 
disseminating knowledge throughout the world”. By 
building and nurturing a strong, collaborative society we 
can accomplish this mission together. 

Happy New Year! May you and your loved ones have a 
healthy, happy and meaningful 2024.

Marisa R. Nucci

ISGyP President
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The Robert E. Scully Award 

This annual award honors Dr. Robert E. Scully’s contributions to 
the field of gynecological pathology. It is awarded by the ISGyP 
Educational Committee to recognize the best article printed each 
year in the society’s journal, the International Journal of 
Gynecological Pathology, by a first author who is < 40 years old. 
The award includes a US$1,000 prize.

2023 Recipient 

Logan Corey
Karmanos Cancer Institute and 

Wayne State University, Detroit, MI



The ISGyP Young Member Award
 2023 Category B award Recipient

 
This annual competition supports a young member (age < 40) from low / low-middle income nations to support 
improvements in education, research or other activity to improve delivery of pathology care or teaching with a US$8,000 
award.   It is awarded by the ISGyP Education Committee on a competitive basis, prioritizing proposals based on scientific 
rationale, clinical relevance and feasibility. 

Study Proposal: 

ArlStOtel: Artificial intelligence-based system for 
serous ovarian cancer subtyping

The proposal hypothesizes that reproducibility of HGSC and LGSC diagnoses will be 
improved with designed decision support algorithm, and a panel of IHC markers will be 
tested to determine potential surrogate markers for molecular subtyping of serous 
carcinomas. Clustering transcriptomic data obtained with different platforms is a 
significant advantage of ArIStOtel, thus avoiding platform-related bias in subsequent 
neural network training. The developed algorithm will allow to determine the prognosis 
more accurately, to personalize the adjuvant treatment strategy, to stratify patients for 
enrollment in clinical trials for better overall and progression-free survival. In addition, 
ArIStOtel will help to overcome the shortage of pathologists in Russia and improve the 
accuracy of serous carcinoma diagnostics.

Aleksandra Asaturova 
National Medical Research Center for Obstetrics, 

Gynecology and Perinatology named after V.I. 
Kulakov; Russia

The ISGyP Young Member Award
 2023 Category A award Recipient

 
This annual competition supports a young member (age < 40) to conduct a research project with an 
award of US$8,000.  It is awarded by the ISGyP Education Committee on a competitive basis, 
prioritizing proposals based on scientific rationale, clinical relevance and feasibility. 

Study Proposal: 

Advancing accessible molecular testing in 
gynecological pathology: nanopore-based detection of 
structural variants in uterine mesenchymal neoplasms 

The proposal hypothesizes that utilizing ONT-based sequencing to analyze DNA 
from formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded (FFPE) tumor tissue will enable the 
detection of SVs. This will allow for a fast, inexpensive, and contextual detection of 
specific translocations, deletions, and amplifications to enable more widespread 
implementation of molecular-based diagnostics in uterine mesenchymal 
neoplasms.

Felix Kommoss
University of British Columbia

Vancouver, Canada 



Summary of ISGyP Awards from the 2023 USCAP Annual Meeting
 
 

March 2023, New Orleans, LA, USA

This annual award was established in 2020 by the Pathology and Laboratory Medicine Department of 
the Women & Infants Hospital of Rhode Island and Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
to celebrate the contributions of Dr. W. Dwayne Lawrence to ISGyP and to the field of gynecological 
pathology. The award of US$1,000 is for the best platform in gynecological pathology presented by a 
trainee at the USCAP annual meeting. Judging is performed by the ISGyP Education Committee.

The W. Dwayne Lawrence Award

ISGyP awards the top three posters by a trainee as first author in gynecologic pathology section of the Stowell-Orbison competition at the USCAP annual 
meeting. First place receives US $500 and second and third places each receive US $250. Judging is performed by the ISGyP Education Committee.

Best Posters Presented by a Trainee

Platform Presentation

Molecular Landscape and Clinical Behavior of Stage I p53-Abnormal Low-Grade Endometrioid Endometrial 
Carcinomas

Lisa Vermij

Leiden University Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands

Co-authors: Amy Jamieson, Joseph W. Carlson, Brooke E. Howitt, Philip P. Ip, Sigurd F. Lax, Glenn 
McCluggage, Naveena Singh, Jessica N. McAlpine, Remi A. Nout, Carien L. Creutzberg, Nanda 
Horeweg, Tjalling Bosse, C. Blake Gilks. 

Poster Title

TCGA Molecular Subgroup 
Shows Greater Prognostic 
Significance Than Histologic 
Diagnosis in High-Grade 
Endometrial Carcinomas with 
Spindled, Undifferentiated and 
Sarcomatous Components

Phoebe Hammer

Stanford University

Neslihan 
Kayraklioglu

University of 
California, San 
Francisco

Poster Title

High Tumor Mutational Burden 
Predicts Recurrence in Copy 
Number Low Early Stage 
Endometrial Cancer and is 
Associated with ARID1A and TP53 
Mutations: Practical Implications 
for ARID1A and P53 
Immunostaining as a Triage Tool

Poster Title

High-Grade Transformation of 
Ovarian Serous Borderline 
Tumors: A Series and Literature 
Review, Emphasizing Distinctive 
Morphology with Abundant Dense 
Eosinophilic Cytoplasm, Driver 
Mutations, and Extremely Dismal 
Prognosis

Xiaoming Zhang

Stanford University

The First Prize is shared between two posters:

First Place                                       First Place   Second Place



In Memoriam ISGyP President-Elect Dr. Naveena Singh 

Dr. Naveena Singh, Dec 7 1964 – Oct 5 2023

ISGyP mourns the loss of president-elect Dr. Naveena Singh.

Naveena was born in Washington DC and in the course of her father’s diplomatic career spent formative years in 
London, Madrid and Khartoum, before returning closer to home when he became the Indian Ambassador to 
Nepal and then Myanmar/Burma. Naveena attended medical school in New Delhi and did her residency at the 
Post Graduate Medical Institute in Chandigarh, where she formed lifelong friendships. She was proudly Indian 
and was especially proud to be the first Indian to be elected president of the International Society of Gynecologic 
Pathologists.

While in India she met the English artist Stuart Robertson, and after an eventful courtship over a period of years, 
they married and moved to London where their three children, Arjun, Amrita and Lakshmi, were born. Naveena 
completed residency training and took a staff position at Barts Health, where she remained until moving to 
Canada. 

She was active in the British Association of Gynecological Pathologists, serving as meeting secretary and then 
president. It was in these roles that she was able to demonstrate her leadership, organizing meetings, guidance 
documents, and collaborative studies. She established criteria for assignment of primary site and assessing 
response to chemotherapy in tuboovarian serous carcinoma, and these criteria were rapidly adopted by the 
International Collaboration on Cancer Reporting, College of American Pathologists, Royal College of 
Pathologists and are featured in the WHO blue book (Female Genital Tumours).

She moved to Vancouver in 2021 for the opportunity to work at Vancouver General Hospital/UBC with the 
multidisciplinary team here doing research on gynecological cancers. She was just hitting her stride in that work 
when she was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Over the last year of her life she continued to be active and her 
characteristic cheerful commitment to doing the right thing never wavered. She was able to fit in trips to the 
Okanagan wine country, London, New York, New Delhi and Hawaii during her final year, before the cancer 
progressed and prevented further travel. We offer condolences to Stuart, Arjun, Amrita, and Lakshmi; her family 
was always first in her heart and mind.



Summary of 2023 ISGyP Conferences 

This year the ISGyP Education Committee offered three stand-alone courses, each offering a unique educational experience: the 3rd 
ISGyP Annual Meeting (fully virtual), the 2nd ISGyP Course in Spanish (fully virtual in Spanish and in Portuguese, and the inaugural 
ISGyP Course in Mandarin (fully virtual).

ISGyP Annual Meeting, October 21, 2023

§ The program was split into two sessions 
to allow more convenient access in 
various time zones.

§ The meeting had over 600 online live 
participants, from 100 countries around 
the globe.

§ Nearly 2,000 pathologists signed up and 
viewed the recordings.

Inaugural ISGyP Mandarin Congress - 
Contemporary Topics in Diagnostic 
Gynecological Pathology, March 4-5, 
2023

§ The academic program was provided 
by 12 ISGYP faculty and covered all 
aspects of diagnostic gynecological 
pathology.

§ ISGYP president, Dr. Xavier Matias-
Guiu, delivered opening remarks in 
Chinese.

§ Meeting participation with a total of 
3,824 colleagues including 104 
gynecologists



Summary of 2023 ISGyP Companion Society Sessions 

ISGyP continues to enjoy professional partnership with several pathology organizations which offer the opportunity for ISGyP to run 
Companion Society Sessions.  In addition to disseminating cutting edge educational updates, these in-person sessions also provide 
opportunities to connect to pathologists and trainees who may be the next new members of ISGyP.

ISGyP Session at the 2023 Annual Meeting of USCAP

Topic:  Deceptive Mimics in Gynecological Biopsies

Speakers:
§ Gulisa Turashvili (US)
§ Karen L. Talia (Australia)
§ Stephanie L. Skala (US)
§ Ricardo R. Lastra (US)

1st ISGyP “Fun Run” at the 2023 USCAP 
Annual Meeting

Thanks to Brooke Howitt and Blake Gilks for 
organizing, and for everyone who joined.

Joseph Rabban receives the ISGyP Presidential 
Award in recognition of his service for the 
society

Joe Rabban served for the past six years as Secretary and for 
four years as Education Committee Co-Chair of ISGyP. He is 
currently the Chair of the ISGyP LiVE Committee.

Thank you Joe for your tireless work in supporting the 
society’s mission and advance global gynecological pathology 
education.



2023 ISGyP Co-Sponsored Meetings

Co-sponsored ISGyP and Turkish 
Federation of Pathology Societies 

ISGyP Speakers:

§ Raji Ganesan (UK)
§ Sabrina Croce (France)
§ Xavier Matias Guiu (Spain)

Summary of 2023 ISGyP Companion Society Sessions 

ISGyP Session at the 2023 Annual Meeting of 
American Society for Clinical Pathology

Topic: Diagnostic Challenges in Polypoid 
Endometrial Lesions and Uterine Mesenchymal 
Neoplasms

Speakers:
• Fabiola Medeiros (US)
• Cheng-Han Lee (Canada)

ISGyP Session at the 2023 Annual Meeting of 
International Gynecologic Cancer Society

Topic:  Essential Issues for Clinicians to Know About 
New ICCR Pathology Cancer Reporting Guidelines

Speakers:
§ Yoshiki Mikami (Japan)
§ Takako Kiyokawa (Japan)
§ Xavier Matias-Guiu (Spain)
§ Philip P. Ip (Hong Kong (China))
§ Kyu-Rae Kim (Korea)
§ Anna Plotkin (Canada)



Save these Dates for 2024 ISGyP Conferences

ISGyP Companion Session 
Sunday, March 24, 4:30-6:30 pm 
BCC Ballroom (400 Level)

Topic: Non-Epithelial Lesions of the Adnexa: 
Diagnostic Considerations and Clinical Implications

Speakers: 
§ Preetha Ramalingam - Somatic-type Lesions in Ovarian 

Germ Cell Tumors
§ Ann Folkins - DICER 1 in the Setting of Sex Cord-

Stromal Tumors
§ David Chapel - Adnexal Mesothelial Lesions
§ David Kolin - FATWO and STK11 Adnexal Tumors

ISGyP Business Meeting
Sunday, March 24, 6:30-7:00 pm

ISGyP Members’ Social Event
Sunday, March 24, 7:30-10:30 pm
Lord Baltimore Hotel (details to be emailed 
later)

ISGyP “Fun Run”
Monday, March 25, 6:00 am
6 miles/10K (details to be emailed later)

ISGyP - USCAP Co-branded Interactive 
Microscopy Course in Palm Springs

Course Director: Pei Hui

Course Faculty:

§ Jennifer A. Bennett

§ Elizabeth D. Euscher

§ C. Blake Gilks

§ Teri A. Longacre

§ Glenn McCluggage

ISGyP Events at the 2024 USCAP Annual Meeting



International Journal Of Gynecological Pathology 
Editor-in-Chief Announcement

Background 
The International Journal of Gynecological Pathology is the official journal of the International Society of Gynecological Pathologists. 
This journal, which is published in 6 issues per year, provides informative and timely coverage of topics related to the understanding 
and management of the broad range of gynecologic disease. The journal’s 2022 Impact Factor is 2.4, and it ranks 41 out of 76 
pathology journals in Journal Citation Reports. There were 308 new submissions in 2022 and an acceptance rate of 26%. 

Dr. Lora Ellenson has been an outstanding Editor-in-Chief for the last ten years. Her retirement from the position on December 31, 
2024, mandates a search for a successor who will continue the evolution and excellence of the Journal that Dr. Ellenson has sustained, 
building on the work of previous editors. 

The search for a new editor-in-chief will be conducted through an online application process. Candidates will be evaluated by a Search 
Committee, and interviews will be conducted either at the 2024 USCAP Annual Meeting in March in Baltimore, Maryland or virtually 
depending on the applicant’s availability. The next Editor-in-Chief will begin working with Dr. Ellenson on October 1, 2024 to provide a 
three-month overlap. 

The position of Editor-in-Chief is for a defined five-year term, renewable on positive evaluation, without a "hard stop". At ten years of 
service, the need and/or desire for succession will be considered. 

Responsibilities 
The Editor-in-Chief is responsible for overseeing the scientific content of the journal and has final authority in all decisions regarding 
manuscript publication status. The Editor-in-Chief must be able to interact effectively with the Managing Editor and administrative 
assistants, contributing authors, reviewers, the readership, members of Editorial Board of the journal, Wolters-Kluwer staff and the 
members of the Board of the International Society of Gynecological Pathologists. 

The Editor-in-Chief reports to the Board of the International Society of Gynecological Pathologists. 

Qualifications 

• Nationally and internationally recognized academic pathologist.
• Must hold an academic faculty appointment or equivalent position.
• A physician who is a practicing gynecologic pathologist and involved in the advancement of the practice of pathology and

understanding of disease.
• Proven experience on editorial board(s)
• Active member of ISGyP who can leverage the academic activities of the membership to fully realize the potential of the

Journal.
• Team builder and inclusive leader to lead an administrative team and Editorial Board.
• Sufficient protected time and effort to match the editorial and administrative demands of a world-class academic journal.
• Visionary leader with an eye to the future of our discipline, its practice and investigation.
• Forward-looking and innovative individual with creative approaches to publishing, communicating and disseminating

information.
• Dynamic individual who can build bridges with other academic and professional organizations.
• A reputation for fairness and open mindedness.
• Welcomes Diversity and Inclusivity in the Workplace.

Please submit your CV and a letter of intent by 3/22/2024 to: 
Marisa R. Nucci, MD
Chair, Search Committee
President, International Society of Gynecologic Pathologists 
mnucci@bwh.harvard.edu

International Journal of Gynecological Pathology



ISGyP Board of Directors

President

Marisa Nucci
USA

Secretary

Natalia Buza
USA

Carlos Parra-Herran
USA

Treasurer

Pei Hui
USA

Natalie Banet
USA

Treasurer-Elect

Simona Stolnicu
Romania

Takako Kiyokawa
Japan

Immediate Past President

Xavier Matias-Guiu
Spain

Anne Mills
USA

Martin Kobel
Canada

ISGyP Education Committee

Board Members At-Large

Neslihan 
Kayraklioglu

Natalia BuzaMarisa Nucci Pei HuiRicardo Lastra
Co-Chair

Raji Ganesan
Co-Chair

Anna Plotkin

Blake Gilks Stephanie 
McGregor

Adrian SuarezLevon 
Katsakhyan

Swati Bhardwaj



ISGyP LiVE Programming:  
Entering Year 4 with New Moderators

 
Given the popularity of trainee participation from a truly international spectrum in Journal Club and in Interesting Case 
Presentations, new moderators and mentors from Australia and South Africa have been added to further expand ISGyP LiVE 
engagement across the globe.  ISGyP LiVE looks forward to continually diversify and connect internationally with practicing 
pathologists and with pathology trainees.
This year ISGyP LiVE also began to offer digital scanned slides for previewing via PathPresenter in advance of the Interesting 
Case Presentations.  The links are in the monthly email calendar and in the Twitter announcements. The digital scanned slides are 
easy to navigate on any internet connected device without needing to download any files or software.
Much gratitude and appreciation is extended to Elsa Taylor (UK), whose administrative / technical support of ISGyP LiVE is a key 
to its success !  

Administration

Podcasts

Natalie
Banet
US

Webinars

Ciaran 
O’Riain
Ireland

Slide Sessions

Matt 
Quick
US

Rupali
Aurora

UK

Western Hemisphere

Journal Club

Deborah
Smith

Australia

Rohan
Lourie

Australia

Eastern Hemisphere Team 1

Becca
Wolsky

US

Ian
Hagemann

US

Yeo Yen 
Ching

Singapore

Sorsiah 
Mansoor
Singapore

Eastern Hemisphere Team 2

Interesting Case Presentations

Reubina
Wadee

South Africa

Andre
Pinto
USA

Joe Rabban
USA

ISGyP LiVE Chair


